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the envy and the despair of the world. I assure you that
a six months' course of self-denial will show you that what
we today regard as artistic is only falsely so, and that
true art takes note not merely of form but also of what
lies behind. There is an art that kills and an art that
gives life. The fine fabric that we have imported from the
West or the Far East has literally killed millions of our
brothers and sisters, and delivered thousands of our dear
sisters to a life of shame. True art must be evidence of
happiness, contentment and purity of its authors. And if
you will have such art revived in our midst, the use of
khadi is obligatory on the best of you at the present
moment.
And not only is the use of khadi necessary for the
success of the Swadeshi programme, but it is imperative
for every one of you to spin during your leisure hours. I
have suggested to boys and men also that they should spin.
Thousands of them, I know, are spinning daily. But the
main burden of spinning must, as of old, fall on your
shoulders. Two hundred years ago the women of India
spun not only for home demand but also for foreign lands.
They spun not merely coarse counts but the finest that the
world has ever spun. No machine has yet reached the
fineness of the yarn spun by our ancestors. If then we
are to cope with the demand for khadi during the two
months and afterwards, you must form spinning clubs,
institute spinning competitions, and flood the Indian
market with hand-spun yarn. For this purpose some of
you have to become experts in spinning, carding, and
adjusting the spinning wheels. This means ceaseless toil.
You will not look upon spinning as a means of livelihood.
For the middle class it should supplement the income of
the family, and for very poor women it is undoubtedly a
means of livelihood. The spinning wheel should be, as it
was, the widow's loving companion. But for you who will
read this appeal, it is presented as a duty, as dharma.
If all the well-to-do women of India were to spin a certain
quantity daily, they would make yarn cheap and bring